" CIVILIZATION  AND  ITS  DISCONTENTS "

tolerant and quite calm about the whole matter, but
a number of our medical authorities declared that
Freud was trampling into the dust everything men
hold sacred. There may be a great many doubting
priests, but after reading the criticisms of Freud's
book we shall no longer question the immaculate
religiousness of many psychiatrists and neurologists.

The communists, who were greatly pleased with
Freud's conception of religion as superfluous in our
social order, had already taken Freud unto them-
selves. And then he intimated that he doubted
whether the abolition of private property meant the
dawn of happiness for all mankind. He did not have
long to wait before feeling their anger. He is
destined to please nobody. Anatole France remarks,
" II est dans la nature des vrais sages de facher le
reste des hommes."

Freud is not doctrinaire; he is not unyielding and
uncompromising. He prefers to be honest. In a
private conversation which touched on political
subjects he once said that he could not see why
people must be all red or all black. It was enough
if a man were flesh-coloured.

Obviously, men do not easily surrender their
aggressive desires. Freud points to the advantage
obtained by a smaller cultural group, which can find
a release for aggressiveness, an emergency exit as
it were, by attacking outsiders. But such a cultural
group will also be the victim of the aggressiveness
of the encircling forces, and its own culture will hang
in the balance of destruction or advancement.
Should this group attain power, it is able to carry its
aggressive instinct into execution and it will perform
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